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Upcoming 
January Events 
• 1/15 - BOE Meeting 7 pm -

EES Media Center 

• 1/16 - Early Dismissal/
Teacher PD 

• 1/19 - MLK No School 

• 1/22 - Awesome Afternoon 
- 3:15 - 5:15 pm 

• 1/29 - BOE Budget 
Workshop - Central Office 
6:00pm 

• WARM The WORLD 
January 8 - 19th 

The Students Leaders are 
currently collecting gently 
used coats and clothing to 
help keep others in need 
warm this winter.  
Collection boxes are located 
in the main hallways.  If you 
have any questions, please 
email student leaders via 
mrussell@reg4.k12.ct.us or 
svandermale@reg4.k12.ct.us

JANUARY 
NEWSLETTER 

Essex Elementary School

Happy New Year!  I would like to welcome everyone 
back from the holiday break and hope that you were 
able to enjoy the time to relax, to participate in some 
memorable activities with family and friends, and to 
marvel in what the holiday season has to offer.  On 
behalf of all of our EES staff, we would like to extend 
our appreciation for the generosity you showed us and 
our Change for Change-Essex Community Goodwill 
Drive.       

1st Grade students enjoying Holiday festivities

mailto:mrussell@reg4.k12.ct.us
mailto:svandermale@reg4.k12.ct.us
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NWEA-MAP Mid-
Year Testing 

The second administration of 
the NWEA MAP 
Assessment (Measures of 
Academic Progress) will be 
administered this month for 
students in grades 2 - 6.  
Results from this assessment 
will help teachers determine 
progress and make informed 
instructional decisions for the 
second half of the school year.  
Students will be assessed in 
math, reading and language 
usage using the same 
computer adaptive format as 
the fall administration.  
Results will be shared with 
parents at the March 
Conferences.  

As we begin 2015, I ask our families to be mindful of 
re-establishing the necessary routines to ensure that 
your students are in attendance and on-time each 
morning to get their school day off to a great start. 
In addition to morning routines, we also ask our 
families to continue to be mindful of early dismissal 
habits as well. Although there are times when an 
occasional early dismissal is necessary for an 
appointment or urgent family need, early dismissals 
should be minimal as this loss of instructional time 
can affect a student’s performance. As always, we 
appreciate your support as our teachers and students 
strive to maximize their instructional time shared 
each day. 

All of us here at EES are ready to make 2015 a 
year filled with success through hard work and 
dedication by providing students with daily 
opportunities to grow. The hard work ahead is the 
responsibility of us all – teachers, students, staff, 
families, and administrators. I know as partners 
together we can make learning an exciting 
adventure.   Warmest Regards, 

    Scott Jeffrey 

Kindergarten Students enjoy 
making gingerbread houses

IMPORTANT! All students need to have 
appropriate winter weather outerwear before/after 
school and recess time. This includes: Winter coat, 
snow pants, boots, hat, gloves/mittens! Teachers 
and Support Staff will continue to encourage and 
expect students to wear their winter gear outside. 
Students choosing to not wear snow pants and 
boots will go out for recess and will stay/play on the 
blacktop and stay out of the snow. Please help your 
child to remember their winter clothing each day!

Winter Weather Expectations
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Inclement Weather 

Please make sure your child’s 
teacher and the office know 
how your child will go home in 
case of early dismissal. 

School Closing  

School closing information is available on the 
school website, as well as, through our Alert 
Solutions notification system.  Please make 
sure your email and telephone information is 
updated with our front office to receive 
notification of school closing, late openings 
and early dismissal due to inclement weather.

CHECK OUT OUR EES WEBSITE! 
http://www.ees.reg4.k12.ct.us/ 

You will find great information to stay 
connected to school! 

• Monthly Calendar 
• Breakfast/Lunch Calendar 
• Links to Teachers and Staff 
• District/School Forms 
• On-line Payment options and 

much more! !

Valentine’s Day 

Even though Valentine’s Day is over a month away, it is not too 
early to plan.  We ask that you purchase or create cards that do 
not include sweets and encourage you to prepare healthy snacks 

January 22, 2015  -  3:15 - 5:15 pm 

The Social Development Committee is pleased to 
announce a fun filled community event for students in 
grades K - 6.  Dancing, a movie and popcorn are the 
main events for this AWESOME Afternoon.  In 
keeping with community spirit, all staff and students 
are invited to wear bright colors to school on 
Thursday, January 22nd to go along with the 
Brazilian theme. 

Cost: $5 donation per student ($10 maximum per 
family).  Kids can bring parents free!!  In continuing 
our partnership with 
SCEH, ALL 
proceeds will benefit 
their projects.  For 
more information 
about Sister Cities 
Essex Haiti please 
visit  their website at 
www.sistercitiesessexhaiti.org. 

Teachers and parent volunteers will be supervising 
students, however, we encourage parents to attend 
(and remember you’re free).   

An AWESOME Afternoon!!

http://www.ees.reg4.k12.ct.us/
http://www.ees.reg4.k12.ct.us/
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With several months left to winter, just a reminder to be sure your child(ren) is appropriately 
dressed for the weather – warm coats, hats, mittens/gloves, and snow pants & boots if there is 
snow on the ground.  !
People with colds and coughs seem to be all around us!  Here at EES, the children are reminded to 
cough/sneeze in the crook of their elbow.  Tissues are used by the boxful everyday here at the 
school.  The students and staff would appreciate any donation of tissue boxes to the classrooms, as 
opposed to the rough ones provided by the school.   !
There have been many recent news reports informing the public that because the flu virus has 
mutated, this years’ flu vaccine is less effective.  Despite the vaccine being less effective, the CDC 
still recommends getting a flu vaccine.  Common signs and symptoms of the flu are fever, cough, 
and body aches and pains.  The primary line of defense in preventing the spread of the flu and 
colds/coughs is HAND WASHING.  Hand washing is a frequent occurrence here at EES in an 
effort to prevent the spread of illness. !
Please look for a memo, which will be going home with the students regarding Valentines.  Due to 
food allergies and the school’s emphasis on healthy eating and snacks, we recommend candy free 
valentine cards. !
Some IMPORTANT reminders: 

1) If your child will be out of school due to illness or personal issues, please call the Health 
Office @ (860) 767-1524 or e-mail me @ sudeens@essex.k12.ct.us. !

2) According to State of CT and Essex Board of Ed. guidelines, students are NOT permitted 
to carry medications to and from school or in school.  This includes ibuprofen and 
acetaminophen. !

3) If your child needs to take medication at school, I am required by the State of CT and 
Essex Board of Ed. to have a physician’s order.  Most Drs.’ offices are familiar with the 
requirement and should have the necessary form.  Medication includes anything from 
prescription drugs to ibuprofen, acetaminophen,	  eye	  drops,	  antibiotics,	  etc.	  !

4)	   If	  your	  child	  gets	  an	  injury	  such	  as	  a	  broken/fractured	  bone,	  stitches,	  or	  has	  had	  an	  
illness	  requiring	  limitations,	  PLEASE	  send	  in	  a	  Dr.’s	  note	  stating	  what	  the	  limitations	  
entail.	  	  I	  realize	  this	  may	  seem	  obvious,	  but	  it	  is	  another	  step	  in	  an	  effort	  to	  keep	  your	  
child	  safe	  and	  healthy.	  !

Please	  feel	  free	  to	  call	  the	  Health	  OfFice	  with	  any	  questions	  or	  concerns.	  
Suzanne	  Deens,	  R.N.	  
Rosemary	  Vitali	  

FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE

mailto:sudeens@essex.k12.ct.us
mailto:sudeens@essex.k12.ct.us
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Before School Care Now 
Available at EES! 

The Valley Shore Y offers a quality child care 
program at Essex Elementary School that follows 
the school calendar. We focus on the core values of 
caring, honesty, respect and responsibility modeled 
by our staff as they care for your children in a safe 
state licensed program. Each day we provide 
homework assistance, physical activity, group and 
individual games, arts and crafts and an after school 
snack. Coverage is available until 6PM. *New this 
year, the Y is also offering a before school care 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings 
beginning at 7AM and until the start of the school 
day. Prior registration is required. For more 
information call Kathy Scholl the School Age 
Director for the Y at 860-399-9622 ext. 118.

Breakfast Served at EES 

Breakfast is available to all students each 
morning at a cost of $1.25 between the times 
of 8:10 - 8:25am.  Breakfast consists of a 
bagel, muffin or cereal, fresh fruit and milk.  

Invention Convention  
Coming in April! 

Save the date!  Plans are underway for the EES 
Invention Convention on Wednesday, April 1st!  
Students in grades 4, 5, and 6 are invited to 
generate their creative ideas for original inventions.  
Our continuing work with student inventors 
supports STEM initiatives at the local, state, and 
national levels (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics).  The inventing process enables 
students to research, analyze and effectively focus 
and solve real-life problems, expanding students’ 
excitement for inquiry and learning.  The expected 
cold, bad weather days are perfect for students to 
begin thinking of invention ideas.  Our grade 4 
team can be reached for inventing process ideas, as 
well as the Connecticut Invention Convention 
website (www.ctinventionconvention.org) for more 
information about student inventing in 
Connecticut.   
Although teachers will not be meeting with all 
students in grades 4-6 until the beginning of March 
to describe the process and distribute “Intent to 
Invent” forms and invention development packets, 
our planning begins in January.  Any parents who 
are willing to assist in the planning, after school 
inventing workshops, or at the evening 
“convention” should contact Mrs. O’Donnell by 
telephone or by email.  Happy inventing! 	


It's a New Year and it's never too late to start saving with the Essex Elementary & Essex Savings 
School Savings Program!  Students can sign up any time throughout the year & don't forget to forward 
the permission slip - even if you've been enrolled previously.  Reminder that the 1st Thursday of the 
month is School Deposit Day - bring your deposit in to the office for the bank to pick up & deposit for 
you!  

Even $5 a month or $1 a week adds up - $50-$60 a year!  For more information, contact Marla Bogaert 
@ Essex Savings Bank: 860.767.8238 

"A penny saved is a penny earned." -Benjamin Franklin !
Savings ideas for to do at home: 

• Roll spare change together 
• Help you family or a neighbor to earn money to keep your savings growing 
• TheMint.org - Fun Financial Literacy Activities for Kids, Teens, Parents and Teachers has really 

EES - PTO School 
Banking Program

http://www.themint.org/
http://www.ctinventionconvention.org
http://www.ctinventionconvention.org
http://www.themint.org/
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EPT  

The members of our 2014-2015 
Essex Publishing Team are Abby 
Bellos, Kyra Uradnik, Ella 
Ferrucci, Dylan Colloton, 
Zachary Figuenick, Alex 
Pinkowish, Ryan Ellison, and 
Hanley Ferrucci. These sixth-
grade students are working with 
first-grade students to publish 
their original stories into books."

New Graphic Novels! 

The library media center has 
expanded its graphic novel 
collection to include some of 
the recent popular series such 
as Babymouse by Jennifer L. 
Holm and Matthew Holm, The 
Lunch Lady by Jarrett J. 
Krosoczka, and Bone by Jeff 
Smith. Come check out some of 
these hilarious and engaging 
books!"

LIBRARY LINKS 
EES Library Media Center

Hour of Code 
In December, students at EES participated in the 
largest global learning event in history, with students 
in kindergarten through 6th grade trying their hands 
at computer coding. An Hour of Code offers an 
introduction to computer programming designed to 
demystify code and nurture problem-solving skills, 
logic, and creativity.  Students were enthusiastically 
engaged in this activity at all levels. The program 
requires no login or password, and students can access 
the website from home at www.code.org."
Looking Ahead…!
In January, students in kindergarten and first grade will be exploring 
books that have received the Caldecott Award for outstanding 
illustrations. Second grade students will be learning how to search 
for and locate books in the library. Students in third grade will 
continue to explore library resources as they work on research 
projects. And students in all grades will be invited to create book 
trailers of their favorite books!

http://www.code.org
http://www.code.org
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End of the day Dismissal Procedures for 
Walkers and Bike Riders !

*All children who are walking or biking home from school are required to bring a note from 
home giving permission.  !
*At the end of the school day, all bike riders and students walking home are dismissed by 
grade level to the media center. When all walkers and bikers are assembled, assigned staff 
members will escort these children out to the bike racks and to the Main St. crossing guard 
on duty. !
*Parents of walkers or bikers should never drive their car near the walking/biking line of 
students and attempt to pick up their child as this school driveway has a lot of car traffic at 
dismissal time. Walkers and bikers are not allowed to cross this busy school driveway to 
meet a parent parked in the staff parking spots. For safety reasons, staff are not allowed to 
dismiss a child to a car outside. If you happen to be at the school at dismissal time and your 
child is a walker or bike rider, please park your car and wait at the crossing guard to receive 
your child. !
*Walkers are to go directly home when dismissed. If a child will not be walking directly 
home, a permission note with specific instructions including date, destination and parental 
signature is to be given to the child’s teacher.  !
*Children riding bikes are to go directly home when dismissed. If a child will not be bike 
riding directly home, a permission note with specific instructions including date, destination 
and parental signature is to be given to the child’s teacher.  !
*Please see all other walking and bike riding policies in the school handbook. !
*Note: Children are not allowed to be dismissed by staff to the school playground without 
being accompanied by their parent. !
*Parents picking up children at the school during dismissal should report to the cafeteria by 
3:00 p.m.    !
Please know your child’s safety is our utmost concern. The dismissal of hundreds of students 
at the end of each school day is a responsibility shared by all staff and parents. We appreciate 
parents understanding and cooperation following all dismissal procedures to make sure our 
students are safe.   !
If you have questions or concerns regarding any of our dismissal procedures for students, 
please contact Scott Jeffrey. Thank you
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